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The Charles E. Via, Jr. Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, which is ranked in 
the top 10 accredited civil and environmental 
engineering departments by the US News and World 
Report survey, is one of the largest programs in the 
United States. The Department currently has 65 full-
time faculty, 646 undergraduate, and 334 graduate 
students. 

Civil engineers are the principal designers, 
constructors, operators, and caretakers of many of 
the constructed facilities and systems that contribute 
to the high quality of life enjoyed in the United 
States. The Charles E. Via, Jr. Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering offers educational 
programs in all areas of civil engineering practice.



Class of 2020 CEE Outstanding Senior
Lucy Travers

“I chose civil engineering because of how tangible and broad the field is,” said Lucy Travers, the 
class of 2020 civil and environmental engineering Outstanding Senior. “There are so many  

options within civil engineering and most of them result in the ability to point at something 
and say ‘I designed that!’”

Originally from Roanoke, Virginia, Lucy attended Governor’s School and discovered her love 
for math and science, which led her to seek a career in engineering. Next year, she will fulfill 

that dream as she moves to Richmond to start a job as a project engineer focused on road and 
bridge construction for RK&K. “Eventually, I want to become a project manager who is able to 
spend my time interacting with teams and clients,” she said. “I love big-picture objectives and it 
brings me joy to spend my day talking to people. I also think it would be rewarding to manage 

a project that is utilizing very new and advanced technologies.”
While Lucy is excited to begin the next chapter, she will miss the experiences she had at  
Virginia Tech. “My favorite memory from Virginia Tech was going to the concrete canoe 

competition last year. We had an incredible team and got to combine some fun with the final 
moments of our design season,” she said.

Lucy served as an undergraduate career coordinator for the civil and environmental engineer-
ing department and organized the department career fairs. She was also an active member of 
the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Concrete Canoe, Concrete 4 Kids, and the  

Sustainable Land Development Club.



Class of 2020 CEE Valedictorian
Julia Cadman

“I have always loved science and math and knew I wanted to be an engineer. I choose civil  
engineering because it allows you to work on projects that impact your community’s every-
day lives. Civil engineering also provides so many opportunities to help improve our com-

munity’s environmental sustainability,” said CEE Valedictorian Julia Cadman.

Her dream job is a position that would help to reduce her community’s environmental im-
pact through sustainable infrastructure and development projects. Next year, she will start 

her path to that career as she takes a position as a site engineer for Dewberry in Fairfax, 
Virginia. While working, she will also be continuing her education with Virginia Tech to get 
a master’s degree in civil engineering focusing in water resources and environmental engi-

neering. 

Julia was involved in a number of clubs and organizations at Virginia Tech including the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Concrete Canoe, Concrete for Kids, the  

Sustainable Land Development Clu, Tau Beta Pi and Chi Epsilon. Her favorite memories of 
her involvement though were the “pour days” for Concrete Canoe. “You spend months lead-

ing up to that day  working on the canoe hill design, creating and testing mix designs, and 
building the form. It is special to get your hands messy and see it all come together,” she said. 














